A case of an undifferentiated small cell carcinoma of the esophagus with a primary abdominal mass.
This paper reports a case with an undifferentiated carcinoma of the esophagus which primarily developed symptoms due to metastatic lesions. The case was a 59-year-old woman with a primary manifestation of an abdominal mass and with subsequent dysphagia. A protruding lesion with ulceration was found at the lower third of the thoracic esophagus by endoscopic examination and was histologically proved to be an undifferentiated carcinoma by biopsy. The abdominal mass was initially thought to be due to metastasis to an abdominal lymph node based on the diagnosis image finding at admission, but it was consequently found by autopsy to be a metastatic tumor in the liver. Therefore, undifferentiated carcinoma of the esophagus should be take into account for differential diagnosis of an abdominal mass.